B
g
=
=
o
n

Recognised

Club

motor
sport
UK

©)

ce 287

ﬁ

May = June 2039

Sl



— ]

| Footman
James

We share your passion

INsurance
solutions’
for classics
and more.

Did you know with FJ+ you can tailor

your policy from a range of cover
options, including; breakdown,
agreed value and salvage
retention?

Also, if you own more than one vehicle
then you can ask about combining
them all on one Multi Vehicle Policy.

Call our friendly UK
team for a quote.

0333 207 6062

footmanjames.co.uk
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*All cover is subject to insurer’s terms and conditions, which are available upon request. Footman James is a trading name of Towergate
Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne
Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be monitored or
recorded. FP ADGE.1084.5.18
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CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE

PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, as well as insurance for
other collectable classic vehicles. As a company built on passion,
we strive to deliver exemplary levels of service and

customer satisfaction.

We have been arranging insurance for your classics for
over 30 years, so we know what is important to you.

Most of our classic policies include free agreed
valuations, roadside assistance and recovery
within UK/EU, limited mileage options and
discounts for multiple car ownership.

\ ASK US TODAY ABOUT OUR CLASSIC
| CARAND BIKE INSURANCE COVER.

CALL NOW FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE

01376 574000

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd PETER BEST
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. INSURANCE
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270 SERVICES
Peter Best Insurance Services Limited, 180 High Street,

Kelvedon, Essex CO5 9JD EST. 1985




CLUB and COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS C (QRSS0C @7

MEMBERSHIP

WEBSITE
MERCHANDISE ORDERS

RSSOC, PO Box 67, Reading, RG6 9HH Tel: 0118 954 0725 email: club.secretary@rssoc.co.uk
The Club Secretary can be contacted by post, email or telephone (an answering machine
will be in operation if the office is unmanned); | will endeavour to get back to you as
soon as possible. Please quote your Membership Number in all correspondence.
You can Join or Renew on-line at: www.scimitarweb.co.uk or www.scimitarweb.com

http://www.scimitarweb.co.uk/ lan Rushin - email: webmaster@rssoc.co.uk

Andy & Ann Cooper, RSSOC Merchandise, PO Box 67, Reading, RG6 9HH * Tel: 0118 954 0725
email: merchandise@rssoc.co.uk (automatically links to rssocshop@virginmedia.com)

CLUB MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Chairman plus DVLA and
Insurance Valuations
Club Secretary

Treasurer

Editor

plus Noggin Secretary
Coordinator and
Curborough Manager
Editor Designate
Competition Secretary
Committee Member
Merchandise
Membership Recruitment

and Retention

Events and
Social Media

Advertising, Press,
Publicity and Sponsorship

NON-COMMITTEE ROLES
Archivist

Concours Coordinators

Rally Secretary
Spares Coordinator
Sabre Registrar
Coupé Registrar
SE5-Series Registrar
SEG6-Series Registrar
GTC Registrar

Small Sports Registrar

Middlebridge Registrar

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club

Kevin Cooper, Canberra, Church Road, Talywain, Pontypool, Torfaen, NP4 7EE
email: chairman@rssoc.co.uk or insurance.matters@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07768 860487
John Unwin, RSSOC, PO Box 67, Reading, RG6 9HH Tel: 0118 954 0725
email: club.secretary@rssoc.co.uk Please quote your Membership Number in all cormrespondence.
David Lanceley, Pant Ifan, Ceunant, Llanrug, Caernarvon, Gwynedd, LL55 4HX

email: treasurer@rssoc.co.uk

Terry Rickard, 11 Heath Road, Eastville, Bristol, BS5 6TU Tel: 0117 951 8741
email: editor@rssoc.co.uk or trsliceeditor@gmail.com or noggin.coordinator@rssoc.co.uk
All items for inclusion in SLICE should be sent to the Editor. Whenever possible please email your
contributions/correspondence. Please quote your Membership Number in all correspondence.
Jim Pace, 8 Hillview Gardens, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear, SR3 1XU

email: editor@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01915 288241
Peter Smith, 47 Colebourne Road, Birmingham, B13 OEZ

email: competition.secretary@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07960 037303
Kevin Osborne, 9 Woodstock Close, Hedge End, Southampton, Hants, SO30 ONG
email: events@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01489 690672
Andy Cooper, RSSOC Merchandise, PO Box 67, Reading, RG6 9HH

email: merchandise@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 0117 230 0725
Mike Littleton, 5 Baily Close, Glastonbury, Somerset, BAG6 9AU

email: SS1.registrar@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01458 831083
Mike Simpson, 3 Ralph Avenue, Gee Cross, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 5RS

email: events@rssoc.co.uk or social@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07870 272502
Kevin Cooper and John Unwin

email: press.officer@rssoc.co.uk

Dave Poole, 7 Fir Close, Barnby, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7QE

email: archivist@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01502 476575
Keith Painter, 9 Clover Road, Aylsham, Norwich, NR11 6JW Tel: 01263 734084
Richard March, Bethshan, Rookery Lane, Wanswell, Gloucestershire, GL13 9RU
email: concours.coordinator@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07776 400950
Chris Gallacher, 1 Brislands Lane, Four Marks, Alton, Hants, GU34 5AD

email: rally.secretary@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01420 617334
Paul Redington, Little Ash, Lodge Lane, Chalfont St. Giles, Buckinghamshire, HP8 4AQ
email: spares@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07747 842341
Tony & Jaki Heath, 11 Highwood Drive, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8HN

email: sabre.registrar@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01689 851481
Matt Greenly, 59 Fold Crescent, Carrbrook, Stalybridge, Cheshire, SK15 3NB

email: coupe.registrar@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07973 867958
Jim Pace, 8 Hillview Gardens, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear, SR3 1XU

email: SE5.registrar@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 01915 288241
Graeme Conway, 13 Beaufort Close, Hunters Hill, Guisborough, N Yorkshire, TS14 7PW
email: SE6.registrar@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07824 168765
Guy Betts, 3 Reading Road, Burghfield Common, Reading, Berkshire, RG7 3PY
email: gtc.registrar@rssoc.co.uk Tel: 07974 452474
Mike Littleton, 5 Baily Close, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9AU

email: SS1.registrar@rssoc.co.uk

Will Anderson, email: middlebridge.registrar@rssoc.co.uk

Tel: 01458 831083
www.middlebridge-scimitar.co.uk
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Sabre and Scimitar Insurance Quality

Protection

For your
Prized Asset

Supporting Car Clubs For Over 30 Years Agreed Value Cover

All Modifications Accepted

15% RSSOC Members Discount Laid Up/Restoration Cover
Free Club Track Day/Event Cover *  Multi-Vehicle Policies

UK & EU Breakdown Cover Salvage Retention Rights
Motor Legal Expenses Cover Your Choice of Repairer

classicline™

INSURANCE

Authorised and regulated by the FCA. * Terms and Conditions Apply.

Insurance tailored
around you and
your Reliant

At Adrian Flux we have over 40 years experience
tailoring insurance to suit your specific needs.

We don't believe in “one size fits all” when it
comes to insurance, which is why you could save
time and money by calling a member of our team
directly on 0800 916 1288 compared fo online.

adrianflux.co.uk

01455 639 000

classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Ask our experienced
staff about:

Club member discounts
Agreed valuations

Limited mileage discounts
European breakdown cover
Driving other vehicles

ADRIANFLUX




DEADLINES, HELPLINES, MEMBERSHIP, LOGIN and PASSWORD

Deadline Dates for the Next Edition of SLICE:
Contributions for SLICE 288 - Monday 01 July 2019

Adverts for SLICE 288 - Monday 08 July 2019
Slice 288 should be delivered around the beginning of August 2019

Helplines

Our continuing Helpline service s
provided, for your information, by our
International team of Trading Partners.

The list below is the latest and ONLY list;
do not use any of the earlier Helpline lists.

The Helpline service is free, so please
give the person who answers the call
and/or provides help a big ‘Thank You'.

If you are prepared to wait for an answer
there is a very useful self-help line of
contacts between owners on ScimitarWeb
(http://www.scimitarweb.co.uk/). Follow
the link top right to Discussion Forum.

If you receive help with a problem from
whatever source, please write up the
problem, the help/advice given and the
solution and forward it to the Editor
for inclusion in Slice and say a public

‘Thank You’ to the person providing
the help.
Name Days available

Graham Walker Ltd. Mon - Fri
email: pauline@grahamwalker.co.uk

Queensberry Road Garage Mon - Fri
Sat

Scimitar & TVR Centre Mon - Sat
info@scimitar-tvrcentre.nl and

Barry Herber Mon - Fri
(Bodywork advice only as now retired)

Lenham Sportscars Ltd. Mon - Sat

(formerly Vintage & Sportscar Garage)

Peter Pearson Mon - Fri

(ex-Larter’'s Garage)

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club

Membership

Subscriptions are currently £39.50 per
annum (plus £5.00 joining fee for new
members) for UK and European members
(includes wife/husband/partner).

UK Junior Member under 21 years*
£15.00. (*Evidence is required please.)

Membership outside Europe is £44.50
(plus £5.00 joining fee for new members).

You can Join or Renew on-line at:
www.scimitarweb.co.uk

ScimitarWeb

To gain access to the Members’ area of
ScimitarWeb you will need your login
and password. If not already registered,
create an account by going to the
ScimitarWeb Home Page at:
http://www.scimitarweb.co.uk/index.php
and the Register and Login links can
be found far right near the top.

Times available Telephone numbers

0900 - 1700 01244 381777

www.grahamwalker.co.uk
0830 - 1630 01536 513351
0830 - 1200 WWW.qrgservices.co.uk
0900 - 1230 +0031653431966
2030 - 2200 www.scimitar-tvrcentre.nl
0830 - 1630 01953 454589

07802 497474

0830 - 1730 01622 859570
1800 - 2000 01363 84281

Wy = June 2049
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Meet the team!

Talk to anyone at RH about what they do and it isn’t
long before words like ‘passionate’ and ‘petrol-head’
start to crop up.

It’'s not unusual for customers to ask for team members by name, because the
underwriters at RH love to build a rapport and really understand each individual’s
needs. After all, a personal service with a policy tailored to the client is what RH
is all about.

Emma Airey

At the helm is Emma Airey, Head of RH, and as much of a
car-nut as any of them. “/ had a TVR Vixen when | was 26,”
says Emma. “/ began a restoration that got more and more
expensive, and | ended up re-mortgaging my house to get the
car finished! When | hear what customers go through, | really
can sympathise.” Emma’s 15 years in the industry have given
her a wide experience across different fields and she found
herself instantly at home leading RH. After all, she works with
a team that shares her enthusiasm for the cars they look after.
We spoke to three of them.

Andrew Thomas

Andrew worked on classics with his grandfather when he was a boy, and still watches every car show
on TV. His reputation in the office is that of a walking encyclopaedia, with a head-full of knowledge
picked up from decades of car magazines and books. Dream car? “Probably a Triumph Stag — | was
born in the 1970s and loved the one I saw in ‘Diamonds Are Forever’. But money no object? A Series 1
Jaguar E-type, a fixed-head coupé rather than a roadster.”

19918 05/19




Phil Hunt

The new boy on the team, Phil, has only been with RH for a couple of months, but he’s in the right place.
“My interest in classics started when my uncle bought me ‘The Observer’s Book of Automobiles’in the
late 1970s. | wrote to every manufacturer to ask for brochures and a surprising number of them replied.
I still have them ali!” Phil’s father was the man who milled out the die for casting the MGB GT V8’s
rocker cover... and Phil still has the first-ever alloy casting made with that die.

James Kenny

The team’s two-wheeled enthusiast joined the motor breakdown section but soon requested a transfer
to the RH department. At 17, James restored his first bike, a wrecked Yamaha SR125, before he could
take to the road. Since then, he’s had all sorts — sports bikes, cruisers, old and new. “/ had a Roya/
Enfield Bullet, which taught me about classic bikes,” he says. ‘I learned how to break down and push

it home in the rain!”

If the team has an unofficial motto,

Sp ialist VehiCI = it could be this quote from Andrew:

- : ; “We treat every vehicle owner like
Inss2¥ince fr a VviP?
pe ~who . 1§ To experience the difference,
\iO‘ contact RH Specialist vehicle
insurance on 0333 043 3911
or visit
www.rhspecialistinsurance.co.uk.

A HISCOX COMPANY
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TERRY TRUNNION
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SLICE

As can be seen by the logos above, | have
been your editor for 12% years and have
produced 75 Slice magazines in that time,
the first being Slice 213 January-February
2007; editing the first 21 then editing and
[desk top] publishing the other editions.

| believe | have gone about as far as | can
with producing the Slice magazines and
have run out of new ideas, so it is time
for a change and time to hand over to
someone else. | am proud of what | have
achieved and believe | have developed
Slice to a good standard that is in a good
state to handover to the new Editor, who
will I hope develop the magazine further
and move it forward into an even better
publication for the Club.

As has been announced elsewhere in this
edition, the New Editor is Jim Pace, who
has been the SE5-Series Registrar for
several years and a regular contributor to
Slice. | am sure Jim will be a safe pair of
hands for Slice and other Club publications.
| would like to thank Jim for taking over
what can be a demanding role that requires
a quite a lot of time and effort to produce
each edition of Slice. So please join me in
welcoming Jim as your new Editor and |
hope that you the membership will support
him with even more material for Slice in
the future than | have received in the past.

Thank you to everyone who has
contributed articles and photos for Slice
over the last 12% years, be it with regular
contributions or one-off articles; it is all
important to enable a balanced and varied
magazine to be produced for each edition.

10 Slice 287 e =June 2049

SLICE DELIVERIES and DEADLINES

This is my last edition of Slice and it
went to print on time and as planned
just before the the middle of May, so it
should be delivered towards the end of
May or early in June.

Please help Jim to keep on track so that he
can continue to achieve delivery of Slice
at the beginning of the second month
printed on the cover, so when you receive
this edition it will be time to start
preparing and sending in contributions
for Slice 288, which ideally need to be
received before the end of June please;
and the deadline for adverts is only one
week later at the beginning of July.

Please send your contributions in early!
See page 7 for Slice 288 articles
and adverts deadline dates.
SLICE CONTENT

| had asked for a full complement of
Registrars’ articles for this my last edition
of Slice, but disappointingly | did not receive

Please email all articles and
photographs for Slice
to: editor@rssoc.co.uk

Or send by snail-mail to:

RSSOC Editor
8 Hillview Gardens, Sunderland,
Tyne & Wear, SR3 1XU

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club



anything from the SE6-Series Registrar or
the GTC Registrar and, whilst Daryll
Crosby’s part 2 article was forwarded to
me for Coupé Corner, | did not receive
anything else from the Coupé Registrar.

Thank you to everyone who did send me
their contributions and | was unable to
use all of it, so | do have a few articles,
etc. to pass on to Jim to help with his
first edition. Good luck Jim.

COMMITTEE and CLUB OFFICIALS
There is still one vacant Committee
posts so currently only 11 to do the work
of 12! If any Club Member has any ideas
to improve the Club, and are willing and
able to carry them out, then please
contact Club Secretary John Unwin.

As stated in Slice 284, Slice 285, and
Slice 285, we still need a new Club

= 4 —

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club

Secretary someone to take on the

combined role of Advertising,
Publicity and Sponsorship Officer.

Press,

See the adverts for these Club positions
on page 94.

STAR

Work continues on the rebuild and | now
have all the panels finished and at home,
so it is just a matter of finding the time to
put it all back together. | have made good
progress and both the front and rear
bumpers are on and, with Dave Peeks
help, have fitted the bonnet and the
Webasto sunroof. (See the photos below.)
Quite a lot of other work has been done
and parts replaced, but not as noticeable
as those bigger bits.

Terry Rickard, Editor

Wy = June 204 Slice 287 11
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FROM THE CHAIR

As | write this on FBHVC Drive It Day | am planning, if the
weather holds, on getting the GTC out for a run in the Welsh
valleys. (See the rear cover photo of the GTC in the Welsh
hills with the Black Mountains in the background.)

| hope you managed to get out in your Sabres and Scimitars
and enjoyed the drive, and hopefully saw a good number
of other classic cars out on the road.

Our International for 2019 is only a few weeks away in the
area of the Cotswold, over the 21 to 23 June, base at the
De Vere Cotswold Water Park Hotel. | hope to see many of
you at the event and am looking forward to touring around
the Cotswold, seeing the ‘chocolate box’ villages and
cottages, plus enjoying the company of our friends from

Coresorey
@'RS&'UC @/

chairman@rssoc.co.uk

Europe that we see on this occasion.

For the Silverstone Classic 26 to 28 July,
the Club once again has a stand where a
number of cars will be on display. It is a
great weekend of classic motor racing on
the track and a very large number of
classic car clubs showing off their cars,
plus live music on the stage in the
evenings. It is fun for all the family so
book your tickets early. To celebrate the
30th  Anniversary of the Middlebridge
Scimitar the Middlebridge Register will
have their own stand at the event this
year; so two opportunities to look at our
cars at this motorsport event.

SCIMFEST

ScimFest at the Curborough Sprint Course
will be held from Thursday 15 to Sunday
18 August. It will be a fun weekend with
the quiz on the Friday evening with Monty,
then on the Saturday evening something
different - a disco covering music from
the 50s through to the latest hits. The
Autotest will be held on Saturday morning
for those who wish to try their car and
themselves on the track in a controlled
environment. Saturday afternoon s
Sprint practice on the track then the
Sprint competition on the Sunday. There
will also be activities in and around the

Men = June 2049

marquee on the Saturday and Sunday,
so look out for details on the notice
boards in the marquee. On the Saturday
morning and afternoon and again on
Sunday morning we are aiming to have
a couple of hours of crafts for the
younger attendees in a corner of the
marquee. If you are thinking of going,
please think about volunteering your
help, either marshalling for the Autotest
or the sprint on the Sunday, or a short
spell manning the gate or help with
parking on the site. Please let us know
in advance or see one of the Committee.

COMMITTEE

Following the request for Club officers,
| would like to thank Jim Pace for his
hard work as SEb5-Series Registrar and
to welcome Dave Speed to the position;
we wish Dave all success in this role.
Jim has decided to take up an even more
demanding role and take over from Terry
Rickard as Slice Editor. From myself and
also on behalf of the Committee and
members of the Club we say a big thank
you to Terry for editing and producing
Slice for 12% years.

Welcome Jim to the role of Editor and
also onto the Committee.

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club
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Another role that has been filled is the
Show Events Coordinator; many thanks
to Kevin Osborne for all his hard work
dealing with the event organisers and
getting members great cars on to the
stands to show off our cars to the general
public. This baton has been taken up by
Mike Simpson and we wish Mike every
success in the role and to keeping up the
high standard Kevin has set.

There have not been any volunteers to
take over the vital role of Club Secretary,
and this is again advertised in this issue.
Also, there have not been any volunteers
for the combined role of Advertising,
Press, Publicity and Sponsorship. If you
have an interest in either of these roles
then please contact me or John Unwin.

We are still looking for someone to run
the International for 2020, preferably in
Ireland or mainland Europe.

Please contact if you are interested and
want more information.

Photographic Competition

The Patrick Gundry Memorial
Photographic Competition is now open
for next year. We all have cameras on our
phones, as well as traditional cameras,
so there should be no excuse for not
sending in your photos. The competition is
open to any RSSOC member (not a
professional photographer) and for this
year the photograph must be taken after
01 July 2018 and before 30 June 2019.
Photos can be submitted at any time by
email to Jerry Ree (jerrymree@yahoo.co.uk)
with the title, date and where the photo
was taken. The entries will be judged by a
panel and the best 10 photos displayed
at ScimFest for Members to vote for their
favourite to select the winner. Look out
for the display in the marquee and vote
for your favourite.

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club
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The Home Fleet

The MOT for the GTC loomed just after
the last issue of Slice and, having moved
from Kent to South Wales, | had the task
of finding a local garage that has
understanding of classic cars. The first
port of call was a local garage in the
village just a short distance from home.
Fortunately, | did not have to go any
further as chatting to one of the owners,
who also is one of the mechanics,
reassured me that | was talking to
someone who new classic cars. So the
day arrived and thankfully the only
problem was the slope into the garage
ramp with the exhaust on the GTC just
touching the edge at the change of the
slope to the level of the workshop. So, an
hour later and, having had a cup of tea,
| left with the MOT for another year.

The Blue Dragon and the Little Red Devil
are still in Kent, residing at a friend’s
place waiting for the move to Wales.

The other news is that | have made an
offer on a house, which has been
accepted, so with the house sale in Kent
well underway the purchase of Penygraig
House, Pontlottyn now starts.

It will require restoring and extending,
so it will be about a year before the final
move. However, it does have an 8 x 10
Meter barn plus stables and a field, so
| will have somewhere to store the cars
and setup a workshop.

Kevin Cooper, Chairman

ScimFest

The National Sporting Weekend
15 to 18 August 2019
at the Curborough
Sprint Course, WS13 8EJ

Wy = June 2049
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FBHVC News
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

London ULEZ

By the time you read this, the

commencement of the London ULEZ will
be upon us.

The FBHVC is conscious that a number
of our members, perhaps particularly on
two wheels, with vehicles which are more
than thirty years old, and thus within
the internationally recognised definition
of a historic vehicle, but which do not
yet qualify to be in the ‘historic’ taxation
class, will not benefit from the exemption
for historic vehicles that we managed
to secure.

It is probably appropriate to remind
readers of why the FBHVC considered it
right to accept the views of Transport for
London (TfL) on how the ULEZ, and its
exemptions, should be applied.

The (approximately) forty year old date of
entry into the ‘historic’ taxation class is
almost accidental, representing simply
the date from which the Chancellor of the
Exchequer decided the VED exemption
would again start to roll forward, after a
period when it did not do so.

It should be recognise that FBHVC
members benefit from the fact that the
Government sets no technical or
originality standards whatsoever for
recognition of a vehicle as historic for tax
purpose, something which is certainly
not the case in some countries.

It was always the case that the London
ULEZ was going to be enforced using
Automatic Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR). That being the case it was likely
that TfL would wish, for reasons of simple

Men = June 2049

efficiency, to use the ‘historic’ taxation
class, which the system can recognise
from the DVLA database it accesses, as
its historic vehicle exemption identifier.

The FBHVC considered that the most
important aim was to secure an exemption
for the greatest majority of our members,
which might have been prejudiced by
getting into discussions on what exactly
was the definition of a historic vehicle.
Thus the FBHVC accepted the use of
the ‘historic’ taxation class.

There is one more difficult matter to
address. Much of the FBHVC approach
to Government and local Government
departments across the board, on
environmental matters, has to be based
upon the argument that historic vehicles
are no longer a ‘means of transportation’
as such. They are rarely on the roads, do
limited mileage, and when in use the
purpose is to move the vehicle itself, not
the passengers or goods it carries, from
place to place, so their contribution to
pollution is minimal in the extreme. This
does mean that, for newer but preserved
vehicles, which would have to pay the
charge but are only used occasionally,
the burden would not be excessive.

This does mean that the FBHVC cannot
really support the use of vehicles
claiming to be historic, if they are in fact
in daily use as transportation. The FBHVC
recognises that this will disappoint some
members, but the position has to take
account of the overall benefit to the
majority of members. On the other hand,
FBHVC will not actively discourage others
to attempt to get any improvements to
the ULEZ operation they might seek.

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club



One good thing to report is that FBHVC have
now been advised that the owners of
overseas registered vehicles, over forty
years old, will be able to exercise their
ULEZ exemption through registration with
TfL. The ULEZ website will identify the
portal for registration. At the time of
writing, TfL was not able to advise what
the detail process would be.

Rest of the UK

On the wider front, there are a number
of other Low Emission or Clean Air Zones
being developed around the Country.
There are ongoing and intended
consultations, but there is not anything
that needs to be raised in this Edition.

When FBHVC make responses to
consultations they are put on the FBHVC
website, where you can see what has
been said in each case. As FBHVC become
aware that Zones are coming into force
readers will be made aware of this.

If readers become aware of local specific
issues relevant to LEZs or CAZs, please do
not hesitate to let FBHVC know.

Europe

FBHVC are quite frequently being asked
by members taking their vehicles abroad,
usually into the EU, where the various
Low Emission/Clean Air Zones are.

The simple limitations of resource have
meant FBHVC could only be marginally of
use. However, it is now becoming easier
to identify the existence of LEZs and
CAZs in Europe. The website:
http://urbanaccessregulations.eu/

is now sufficiently mature for the FBHVC
to recommend. It claims to identify all
sites of urban traffic restrictions in
Europe and a quick check appears to
confirm the claim as it relates to the UK,
but it is not clear if it is always right
on historic exemptions, but it is a good
start and it will certainly contain more
information than FBHVC have.

Reliant SABRE and SCIMITAR Owners’ Club

ROADWORTHINESS

General

Judged simply by the number of
questions from members, it does look
as if the roadworthiness testing regime
is now settling down.

But the very light touch of the ‘declaration’
process, whether online or with a Form
V112 (or V112G) at a Post Office is still
causing a few uncertainties in wording
and understanding.

However, it is worth noting that now,
when you receive a reminder to tax a
vehicle in the ‘historic’ tax class, it will
contain the following words, which are
different from the standard V11. These
words are ‘THIS VEHICLE MAY REQUIRE
AN APPROPRIATE TEST which is different,
primarily in the use of the word ‘MAY’
from the standard V11 wording.

At the moment, in relation to the MOT,
their Vehicle Enquiry Service simply says,
‘No results returned’. FBHVC intend to
present to DVLA the view that there is
still potential for them to improve the
wording of the VES so that the possibility
of the vehicle being MOT exempt is at
least identified. The rewording of the V11Z
may point out a way forward.

The information provided by DVSA when
searching MOT History online is
incomplete and could lead you astray.

Firstly, if your MOT has expired you get a
red warning that you might incur a fine
of up to £1000. If you have an exempt
vehicle, do not panic! The warning leads
you to what it refers to as ‘MOT Exemption
Guidance'. In fact, what you then see is
Form V112. This would of course permit
declaration that your vehicle is exempt
from MOT at a Post Office.

However, as Guidance, it is incomplete.
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It does not reference what one would
have thought was now the default
process; namely that if you are taxing
online there is an equivalent form of
declaration of exemption, which is not
formally a V112. FBHVC are aware that
this has misled at least some members,
and thus hope this explanation will set
minds at rest.

See the FBHVC Press Release and letter
from DfT in the following pages, which
give some clarity from the police about
their understanding, recognition and
process of enforcement of the ‘Vehicle of
Historic Interest’ exemption.

Reminder

This is a good place to provide
two reminders about MOT exempt
‘historic’ vehicles:

(a) If your vehicle has indeed undergone
substantial change in the past thirty
years, the vehicle is legally not exempt;
neither making  an incorrect
declaration at the time of taxing the
vehicle, nor failing to take an MOT
test when due will affect the position.
You remain at risk.

(b) Everyone has an ongoing obligation
to keep all historic vehicles used on
public roads in a roadworthy condition.
How people choose to do that, whether
by taking a voluntary test or by some
other method of inspection, is their
judgement for exempt vehicles.
Simply assuming everything is OK is
not a satisfactory method.

INSURANCE

FBHVC now have greater clarity on the
proposed changes to the EU Insurance
Directive. (For clarity, it is not known
whether and to what extent the UK will
be following these EU rules in the future).
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The current position is that the proposals
from the Commission to amend the EU
Motor Insurance Directive to recognise
issues that had arisen, particularly as
a result of the ruling of the European
Court of Justice in the Vnuk case, have
now been considered and amended by
the European Parliament.

There have been two satisfactory
outcomes for the historic vehicle
community. One aspect has been widely
reported in the press. The other, arguably
of direct interest to more of our
members, has not.

The EU Parliament has introduced
amendments on two aspects of
compulsory motor insurance of interest
to members.

The first concerns competitive events on
private land. The EU Parliament is
proposing this be excluded from the
requirement for insurance, following
efforts from the FIA, supported by FIVA.

The second is the position of vehicles that
are out of use, e.g. on SORN waiting
restoration, or kept in a museum.
Following intensive lobbying and drafting
work from FIVA of the Single Market
Committee (which handles this Directive)
the EU Parliament has also agreed that
such vehicles should be exempted from
compulsory insurance.

While there is a final stage of detailed
negotiation between the Commission, the
EU Parliament, and the EU Council of
Ministers, there is currently no good
reason to expect these positions not to
be maintained into the final Directive.
Should this prove to be the case a lot
of work, including quite a lot by FBHVC,
will have proved to be worthwhile.

http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/ [
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FBHVC Press Release

M),  PRESS RELEASE

British Historit Vehicle Clubs
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s o1 26 April 2019

Police Clarify Their Stance on Historic Vehicle MOT Exemptions

Following a recent incident where the driver of an historic vehicle was erroneously
given notice of intended prosecution by a police officer, The Federation of British
Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) has made efforts to avoid similar incidents

by contacting the parties responsible seeking clarifications.

FBHVC have already made available to members through the website
(www.fbhvc.co.uk) a letter from the Department for Transport clarifying the position
on exemptions (see letter in Slice 286) but it was still the case that enforcing officers
had no access to a database of declarations by owners of Vehicles of Historic Interest
(VHI) as this data when supplied by owners is not recorded.

FBHVC have therefore sought and have just received assurances from Chief Constable
Anthony Bangham, Lead on Roads Policing of the National Police Chiefs’ Council that
they are in agreement with the Department for Transport’s letter of 11 January,
which we shared with you earlier and now repeat.

Chief Constable Bangham has confirmed that police recognise that there is a
presumption that where a vehicle meets the criteria as laid out by the Department
of Transport (DfT) it does not require an MOT Certificate and any person using such
a vehicle cannot commit an offence. Officers will not rely on declarations made at
re-licensing times to police this matter.

Our advice for anyone who remains concerned is simply to print a copy of the
Department for Transport letter of 11 January and carry it with your other documents.

See the letter Department for Transport letter of 11 January on the next page.

Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Ltd, PO Box 295, Upminster,
Essex, RM14 9DG

Tel: 01708 223111 E-mail: secretary@fbhvc.co.uk Web: www.fbhvc.co.uk

Registered Office: The Barn, Holly Berry House, Hamstall Ridware, Rugeley, Staffordshire, WS15 3SQ Registered in
England No 3842316 VAT Reg No. 636 788683
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3 Department for Transport
Great Minster House
3 33 Horseferry Road

London

Depal’tm ent ?ZTOZS‘? 530 3000
for Transport Web Site: www.gov.uk/dft

Our Ref: MC/232005

Mr Bob Owen 11 January 2019
Director - Legislation
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs

Dear Mr Owen,
RE: Vehicle Of Historic Interest MOT Exemption

The following is a statement of the effect of recent legal changes to requirements for
MOT testing of vehicles at least 40 years old.

On 20 May 2018 the Motor Vehicle (Tests) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 came
into force. Regulation 7 sets out that any car, van (under 3.5t) or motorcycle which is
being used on a public road is to be considered a vehicle of historic interest and
therefore no longer required to hold a valid MOT certificate if it:

a) was manufactured or registered for the first time at least 40 years previously
b) is of a type no longer in production, and
c) has been historically preserved or maintained in its original state and has
not undergone substantial changes in the technical characteristic of its
main components.

This amended the previous exemption from MOT testing for cars, light vans or
motorcycles manufactured in 1960 or before. The arrangements for the testing of old
larger vehicles are different.

Please find enclosed a copy of this Statutory Instrument and a copy of the Explana-
tory Memorandum should you wish to refer to these.

There is no requirement, either intended or implied, that at the point a vehicle
becomes 40 years old and providing the vehicle has not been substantially changed,
for the owner to make a declaration to any statutory body, declaring that the vehicle
is a vehicle of historic interest and is therefore no longer required to have a valid
MOT certificate.

The Department and DVLA have set up an administrative process (via DVLA form
V112 and the equivalent process on-line) which requires at the time of the annual
re-licensing of vehicles a declaration that the vehicle is a vehicle of historic interest
—in that it has not been substantially modified. This process is in place to help
owners of old vehicles that have been substantially modified do not by mistake run
them without a valid MOT. The Department has published information about what
constitutes a substantial modification in this context and encourages owners who
do not know to seek advice.

Yours sincerely,

Duncan Price
Divisional Manager, Freight, Operator Licensing and Roadworthiness



COMPETITION

PETER’S PADDOCK PRATTLING

TRACK TEST DAY

By the time you read this the new season will be well under
way. The first outing of the season for some was the
pre-season Test Day at Curborough on 19 March. This is an
annual event that traditionally offers the opportunity for
drivers to shake down their cars before the season gets
underway. This year the event was dominated by Small
Sports cars in various guises: We had Josh and Steve Oakes
in their 1800DET; Ben Curry in his 1800Ti; Andy King and Phil

Howard shared their SS1 1600; Jim King
brought his 1800Ti, but did not manage
any track time; | managed to get some
testing done in my 1800Ti. The other
notable Scimitar presence was Richard
and James Carter in their Scimitar GT
Coupé. We also had attendance from
Nick Hall in his MR2. To help fund the day
we roped in Steve Day in a single seater
from Shenstone and District Car Club
and Nigel Hodson in a MX5 from CMSCC.

Below: Early morning in the
Paddock at Curborough.

Photo: Les Lease
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It is only with the generosity of Shenstone
and District Car Club that we were able
to run the event this year. Looking
forward to next year we will have to make
an early decision on the viability of the
event. | do not believe we can increase
prices even further so we really need to
get a bigger turnout if the event is going
to work. OK rant over!

For those of us able to make use of the
track time it was a very useful day.
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The weather was a little cold, but the rain
held off, so we had a dry track all day. |
managed to rope in a friend of mine to help
out with the timing, which gave me the
opportunity to get some track time in.

Best times were as follows:

Josh Oakes 1.02
Jim King 1.14
Richard Carter 1.09
Ben Curry 1.09
Steve Oakes 1.1

Nick Hall 1.12
Daryl Crosby 1.13
Phil Howard 1.14
Andy King 1.14
Peter Smith 1.14

Jim King struggled to get his SS1 1800Ti
ready and so borr